
 
 
 
"Mentoring Active Parents"  
 
 
 

• What is Active Parenting First Five Years?  It is the first level course that teaches parents how to grow 
in parenting skills during those most formative years.  The course contains four session; a half session 
will be taught each week.  The course duration will be eight weeks. 

• Why are we doing this?  Arkansas is experiencing a foster care crisis. Too many children are placed in 
foster care and never leave, because their parents are not equipped to raise them. We have the 
knowledge, experience, and love of Christ among us to help with the solution!  In fact, we now have a 
unique opportunity to help these children by walking alongside their parents and working to have 
them placed back home again.  Seven of our members have been certified by the Arkansas Department 
of Human Services to teach "Active Parenting" classes.  We intend to offer these classes free of charge 
to anyone who has been order by DHS or Juvenile Court to attend parenting classes. 
 

• Expectations for Mentors 
o Once you are paired with a student you will be asked to commit to attend from 8-12 sessions 

with them. 
o During the commitment, you will be asked to  

§ (5:30-6:20pm) meet your student on Wed. nights to eat together in the Lodge.  The first 
time you will get to know your student and tell them a little about yourself.  During 
subsequent weeks you will review the weeks homework with them and give suggestions 
on how to improve. 

§ (6:30-7:20pm) attend the "Active Parenting" session with your student.  The certified 
teacher will lead the group consisting of several students and mentors.  Mentors will be 
expected to participate as a regular member of the class and pair up on some of the 
individual activities with their student. 

§ Following the class, at your convenience but before the next session, you will go online 
and fill out a very brief report on your interaction with your student for that meal and 
that session.  These reports will be used to help the MAP program fill out the mandatory 
progress reports given to DHS and the court on the student's behalf. 

 
• Once your commitment to that student is over you have two options.  You can make another 

commitment with a different student for another 8-12 weeks or you can take a break.  We will 
constantly be looking for new mentor commitments so options to reengage will happen often.  We 
need you engaged so we also recognize the importance of finding balance and resting for the good of 
your own family. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
• FAQs 

o Will I be asked to work with my student outside the 2hour Wed. night meal/class time? 
§ No!  no extra time will be required of you by the ministry.  You are free to help your 

student with additional advice by phone or in person (at the church) if you personally 
feel like it would be mutually beneficial for both mentor and student. 

o  Will I have to get involved with DHS or Court? 
§ No! the MAP ministry leaders will be the face of the ministry to the court an handle 

communications with them. 
o Will I be asked for rides, money, or other favors by my student? 

§ Yes, probably!  BUT your standard answer is always "We are not allowed by the MAP 
ministry to loan or give money to anyone.  All requests MUST go through the Bentonville 
Church Benevolence ministry.  And, we are not allowed by the ministry to be alone in a 
student's home of or in a car with anyone involved in this ministry.  All special requests 
of that nature need to be referred to John Dyas or Lori Wood and they will address 
them.   

§ Having said that, with time and experience you will learn when is ok to say "Yes" but we 
will always be there to protect you from those awkward moments or conflict. 

o What do I do if my student doesn't show up or shows up late one night? 
§ Your student must sign a "Parenting Class Contract" before they can start the course.  

That contract will state, if they show up more than 10 minutes late to a class session 
they will not receive credit for that session and must make it up. Make up classes are 
available on-line.  If they miss without makeup two or more classes they will not get a 
certificate for that course and will need to take it again for credit. 

§ If they show up late or don't make the meal to talk with you then you note that in your 
session report. 

§ If they don’t show up for class, you are welcome to attend the class for your own 
personal growth or choose another activity that evening. 

o Do we need more teachers and will you ever be asked to move from mentoring to teaching? 
§ Yes!  If this ministry grows as we hope, we will be looking for additional teachers.  In 

fact, we are hoping you will have such a great experience with the Active Parenting 
material and the students that you will find it extremely rewarding to teach in the future 
to help change lives and heal families.  But, you are welcome to keep working as a 
mentor as long as you want. 

o Will your heart ever be broken by a student that doesn't live up to their potential or love their 
child enough to make the necessary sacrifices to take the classes, learn and improve enough to 
get their kids back. 

§ Yes, without a doubt!  We are sorry but that's life. 
o Will you ever be overwhelmed by the Spirit as you watch some students learn and grow as they 

fight to overcome sin in their lives to restore their families. 
§ We sure hope so.  That's why we are all doing this. 

 


