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The shepherds are 
excited about this 

year’s theme, 
Care for the Nations, 

which comes from 
Jonah 4:11, where 

God questions the 
prophet Jonah about 

the people of Ninevah, 
“Shouldn’t I have 

compassion on these 
people who don’t 

know me?”

FROM THE SHEPHERDS

The missions budget 
is made up of three 
sections: 

FIXED MISSIONS - provides 
direct support to ministers and 
leaders that work under our 
oversight. Funds are used for 
living expenses or work directed 
by the Bentonville Missions 
Committee. Each missionary 
family that receives these 
allocated funds has either been 
visited by a member of our 
congregation or contacted by a 
Missions Committee member at 
some point during the past year. 

RECURRING MISSIONS - 
includes fi ve mission trips, 
each with its own unique goals 

which may be evangelistic, 
medical, benevolence, or a 
combination of all of these. The 
leaders of these trips oversee 
participants and report goals 
and progress directly to the 
Missions Committee. Recurring 
Missions is dependent on the 
overall pledge and contribution 
from Missions Emphasis Sunday. 
Bentonville has always met our 
requests to fund these missions. 

PROPOSED/PROJECTED 
MISSIONS - was developed 
due to a challenge from a 
member for all of us all to think 
bigger and to give by faith. 
It is funding for missions that 
Bentonville is currently pursuing 
or is hoping to undertake in 
the near future. They represent 

great opportunities to expand 
our impact beyond what we 
currently do, and to grow our 
existing programs. These are 
all subject to MES funding, and 
may potentially be aff ected by 
the 2019 missions budget.

Our 2019 Missions Emphasis 
Sunday theme, “Care for the 
Nations” is based on what 
Jonah’s response to God should 
have been. 

Our response is, “Yes, Lord, we 
want to care for the nations”. 
Our giving is a chance to be 
good stewards with all that God 
has blessed us with. 

Thank you,
The Missions Committee

Many people around the world are unaware that something is 
missing from their lives. Many live with hurt and without hope, 
because all they know is what they’ve experienced. Some may 
recognize that something is missing, but don’t yet know that 
something is Jesus Christ, and that  He is the only one who off ers 
true hope for eternity. Shouldn’t we have compassion on them?

In this brochure, you will see examples of the many ways our 
missionaries are caring for the hurting in their communities. We 
support multiple missionaries that are highlighted here, and many 
of our members also participate personally in missions. As we 
care for hurting people around the globe, we anticipate increasing 
our support to cover several new mission opportunities that have 
emerged this year. So, please join us in accepting the challenge to 
be even more generous in support of God’s plan to care for the 
nations.

God has told us to “go and make disciples of all nations” (Mt 28:19). 
He has explained his desire “that none shall perish” (2 Peter 3:9). 
Let’s not rest until every nation has had both the opportunity to 
know we care and the opportunity to know Jesus.

For the Shepherds,
Dennis Cherry
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7 The City of Children Orphan Home, Ensenada
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9 Medical Mission Trip (Week 1), Deyemon

10 Medical Mission Trip (Week 2), Bonnette, Canaan

11 Men’s Mission Construction Trip, Bonnette, Ganthier
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12 Gabriel & Naibelis Damalis,  
 Caballito Church of Christ, Buenos Aires
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BIODUN OWOLABI
Director and President, West Nigeria Christian College & School of Biblical 
Studies (WNCC)
Abeokuta, Nigeria 

• We must educate the faculty. We have 
fi ve instructors already on staff  as Bible 
instructors that are completing their masters 
and doctorate degrees. 

• We are required to have a paved road 
through the campus infrastructure.

• Renovation of classrooms and modern 
accommodations for instructors must be 
updated. 

All three of these criteria must be completed 
for certifi cation approval by the Nigerian 
Government. We ask for your prayers and 
fi nancial assistance as we work toward meeting 
the requirements for state accreditation. 

As an administrator, teacher, colleague, husband 
and father, I struggle with the need to create 
more time to attend family matters. This is 
hindered by living and working on campus, 
which makes me virtually on call 24/7. I would 
appreciate your prayers as I work to achieve a 
balance between work and family life.

abiodunowolabi@yahoo.co.uk

facebook.com/biodun.owolabi.7

I live and work on the campus of the West 
Nigeria Christian College (WNCC), teaching 
and performing administrative and supervisory 
responsibilities. This includes attending 
meetings, supervising campus work, caring for 
visitors, preparing for my classes, and attending 
to the needs of my proteges/counselees. 

I also dedicate time to preparing lessons for 
lectureships, workshops, seminars and retreats 
to honor invitations from congregations and 
sister institutions. In addition to these duties, 
I serve on the board of trustees of African 
Christian College, Swaziland, Southern Africa. 

WNCC will celebrate its 20th anniversary in 
2019. As we continue to strive for excellence, 
we have decided to work toward completing 
the requirements necessary for attaining state 
accreditation. Over the next three years, the 
following three requirements must be met for 
the school to achieve this goal:
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REYES & CHANITA MEDINA
Preacher, Spiritual Leader, Colonia 89 Church of Christ 
Ensenada, Mexico

pesos is collected each Sunday. Each month, 
from our off ering, we send $1000 pesos to 
the congregation that has started in the town 
of Vizcaino, located south of Ensenada. We 
have begun to support Carlos Mapula who is 
spreading the gospel in the state of Sinaloa, 
Mexico. This week, I am traveling there to 
baptize his Mom, sister and very likely his Dad. 
May God continue to bless all the brothers who 
meet in Bentonville, AR. We love you with the 
love of Christ.

Your brothers and Sisters in Christ in the 89th 
colony of Ensenada, Reyes and Chanita.

reyes_medina67@yahoo.com.mx  

facebook.com/reyes.medinahigueron

Dear brothers and sisters, here is what the team 
of God, Bentonville, and Colonia 89 are doing. 
We continue to preach and teach Bible classes 
on Sundays and Wednesdays. On Fridays, we 
meet in the house of a brother who requested a 
Bible study. 

We continue to serve at the Areawide Church 
Conferences, where we meet with the other 
churches of Christ in Baja. And, we continue 
looking for lost souls for Christ. 

This month we have eight people in an 
evangelistic Bible study. Jhovany Avila leads 
the youth as they participate in activities with 
the community. They take food to our neediest 
neighbors, and they also take coff ee and bread 
to families waiting in the general hospital in 
Ensenada. On Sundays, we have several Bible 
classes. Jhovany Avila leads the Youth, Daniel 
Martinez leads an evangelistic Bible study, and 
Jesus Agundes, Armando Perez, and Carlos 
Mapula teach the general class in the church 
auditorium. 

We have an attendance of 70 to 75 brothers 
and sisters, and between 6 and 8 visitors 
each week. An off ering of $2,500 to $3,500 
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ROBERTO & BETTY ZEPEDA
Administrative and Financial Directors of the Latin American Bible Institute 
(ILEB)
Toluca, Mexico

Allow me to share some of our family’s journey 
this year. We continue to pray for our son-in-law, 
Yan, to be baptized. He and Alin, our daughter, 
go to church every Sunday in Macao, China. The 
biggest challenge Betty and I face is trying to 
lose weight. We started seeing a nutritionist, 
and we hope to have positive results soon. 

Another facet of our journey is adjusting 
to our empty nest. It is exciting to just be 
together with Betty as in the beginning of our 
relationship, but it is a new adventure every day. 
We have been alone since August 1st.

Please pray for us and the ILEB ministry.

With love, Roberto and Bety Zepeda

robizepeda@hotmail.com

betyloluca@hotmail.com 

facebook.com/robizepeda

facebook.com/ILEBToluca

Cell Roberto: 0115217223520896

Cell Bety: 011521722364986

Last year’s trip to Bentonville was very 
benefi cial for my wife, Betty, and me. The time 
of rest on the break refreshed us. Learning that I 
do not need to work hard in order to earn what 
God has already given me was revealing. 

Now, we have had the opportunity to share 
this material with four other couples here in 
Mexico, and we see how God has been working 
in their hearts, and the wonderful changes they 
have experienced. We see this concept is truly 
needed by ministers in Mexico. 

We all grow up with the idea that we must 
earn the right to rest, but at last year’s retreat 
in Rogers, we learned that God gives rest as a 
blessing and gift in order to prepare us for the 
work He gives us. This has changed me radically, 
and I feel personally challenged to share this 
message with Mexican preachers so that we can 
enjoy the work that God gives us. 

We are trying to organize retreats three or four 
times a year to help ILEB alumni. We see that 
they are weary and ministry begins to be a 
burden for them. With your help, the institute 
has grown to more than 75 students. 
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RAUL & KIM SOLIS 
Directors of the Distance Learning Program, ILEB
Toluca, Mexico

personal reasons. He has returned to ILEB with 
renewed focus and asked Raul if he could fl y to 
Venezuela in October to marry them. Financially 
unable to do so, Raul is planning to offi  ciate 
the ceremony virtually, praying the internet 
connection will be strong. 

Technology is a blessing and it has facilitated 
the changes going on in our family. Raul arrived 
in Oregon in the beginning of June to renew 
his green card and to work on fulfi lling the 
requirements necessary to apply for his US 
citizenship next year. Angie and Kim joined 
him the end of August. Isaac has transferred 
to a university in Mexico and Diego is still in 
Arkansas. We have been able to continue our 
ILEB work and church ministries thanks to the 
internet and are also getting active locally. How 
long will this last? Just where will God take this? 
We are unsure, but we trust that He has it all 
fi gured out, even if we don’t. 

rksolis@hotmail.com 

facebook.com/kim.kershawsolis

In our community, as in many others, people 
are struggling against the world’s current of 
instant gratifi cation. This is very visible with 
adolescents, both in and outside the church. 
Even though we are currently physically very far 
from our home church and ministry, technology 
has allowed us to continue to be present and to 
serve. This week we spent time via Skype with 
a young lady and her mother (Raul baptized 
both). The daughter, just 17, is pregnant. She 
was studying in the Bible Institute and her life 
and relationship with her mother have been 
turned upside down. After our Skype time, the 
mother wrote to us saying, “your words brought 
us peace in an amazing way. There is no doubt 
that God placed you in our lives… my daughter 
and I were fi nally able to talk to each other 
and everything is now on a better path. I am so 
excited! Thank you, thank you, thank you!”

Divorce rates are also growing around the 
world at an alarming speed. God’s word has the 
answers, if we will just listen. This weekend we 
will be teaching a marriage seminar in Hood 
River, Oregon and next month we will start a 
course for the married couples in the Institute. 
We are also doing premarital counseling 
online with a couple in Venezuela, Sebastian 
and Alexandra. Sebastian was a student in 
ILEB a few years ago but dropped out due to 



09

ARTURO AGUILAR & MONICA BARROSA 
ILEB Graduates and Church Planters
Cholula, Mexico

At fi rst I thought the change to San Mateo 
would be a very big challenge for me and my 
family. I was worried about my children since 
they are at an age when change can be a bit 
diffi  cult, but thanks to God everything has gone 
well. We were welcomed by our brothers with 
open arms, and even better, now we have a 
small youth group where our children can learn 
and have some fun. 

This Church is doing its best to please God 
and the quality that stands out the most within 
them is love. I am so blessed and thankful to be 
working for the church. Our brothers and sisters 
want to learn and live out the word of God daily. 

arturosan@gmail.com 

facebook.com/arturo.aguilar.1690

We are blessed with the work in San Mateo 
Atenco. We have been working on this mission 
for two months and this time has been full of 
blessings and things we never expected would 
happen. We really feel God is guiding our 
steps. We are meeting in Sergio’s house; he is a 
brother here. His family owns a shop, which also 
serves as his house. Lots of people come and 
go, the market sets up nearby every weekend, 
and it provides a good opportunity to reach 
more people as well. 

Since some of our brothers and visitors are 
dedicated to selling shoes and clothes, they 
must work on Sundays and can’t go too far to 
meet. Last week we met Mrs. Flor, who is the 
owner of the parking lot we use every week. 
Last Sunday she visited us, and was very happy 
because we are close to her house and she 
wants to connect us with her family.

On Saturdays and Sundays, we are studying the 
ILEB Bible study plan with some of the brothers 
of the congregation so they do not have to 
travel far into the city of Toluca. We have fi ve 
students-- three level two students and two 
basic level students.

ARTURO AGUILAR & MONICA BARROSA 
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JORGE & LATISHA SERRANO
Preacher at the Nueva Esperanza Church of Christ
Oaxaca, Mexico

mother/baby need to have their care transferred 
to the government hospital. At this hospital, 
only the patient is allowed entry and often 
times the father waits anxiously outside for 
news. During this time, I am able to sit with the 
fathers and pray, go buy them a torta, or help 
them pass the hours until they receive news or 
are able to slip in a quick visit. At that time, I 
will continue to sit and guard their belongings 
(usually coats or blankets from spending the 
night outdoors, or their lunch/snacks, water 
bottle). We have even off ered a place for them 
to spend the night but they seldom want to 
leave the hospital door, afraid they will miss any 
news from their patient.

We pray that this new focus of our ministry will 
bring a new generation of disciples to Christ, 
and we are beginning to see the fruit, as we 
are being invited to birthdays and family meals. 
We know the process may take time and much 
eff ort, but our hearts are encouraged, and we 
feel blessed to serve others and become part of 
their lives. 

cocotish@hotmail.com 

facebook.com/latisha.eppardserrano 

During the last year, our ministry has changed 
considerably. I have been transitioning from 
being a preacher up on a platform to becoming 
more involved in the lives of others and allowing 
others into my life as well. I have felt guided to 
focus on this aspect of Christ´s ministry since 
he spent quality time with a purposeful few 
while teaching and serving the masses. 

What this looks like in Oaxaca, a valley of 
approximately 800,000 people (596,000 in 
2010), is that Latisha and I now spend more 
time getting to know men and couples on a 
more personal level through visits, hospitality, 
and conversation. In addition to preaching on 
Sundays and teaching class on Wednesday 
nights at a neighboring church, I am now more 
involved with the Christian birth center where 
my wife, Latisha, is the Head Midwife. I share a 
weekly devotional with the families who attend 
prenatal classes, and have recently been given 
a 20-minute block during the class where I 
take the fathers out to the garden to talk about 
pregnancy from the father´s point of view. This 
is where I am able to better know the men and 
establish a base for further visitation whether 
their baby is born in Casa Compasiva or in an 
area hospital.

This leads me to another aspect of ministry (less 
frequent), where I accompany the fathers if the 

JORGE & LATISHA SERRANO
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GABRIEL & NAIBELIS 
DAMALIS 
Preacher, Spiritual Leader, Caballito 
Church of Christ 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 

We also work with Thomas who has formed 
a group called “Sowers” to evangelize people 
living outside the Caballito area. Each week, we 
visit a remote city called La Plata, where a new 
church has been established, and on Saturdays, 
we work in another city called Florencio Varela 
(a 1-hour ride from Buenos Aires). It is full of 
children who need love and education. So, we 
started activities for children, twice a month.

We support the Let’s Start Talking (LST) 
ministry, which uses the Bible to teach English. 
It has been very successful here. We help care 
for the American teams and follow up with new 
Argentinian contacts. Gabriel teaches at the 
Biblical Institute of the Churches of Christ in 
Argentina (IBICA).

One of the greatest needs in Buenos Aires is 
a feeling of love, acceptance and community. 
People tend to want to stay in their comfort 
zone and are often skeptical of friendly 
invitations to church related meetings, and 
anything related to God, which makes it 
challenging. That is why we seek to form 
friendships fi rst, then present Christ. What has 
been most successful is to invite them into our 
home for a meal.

As a family we are working to grow, develop 
and reach our goals. Gabriel is about to begin 
his studies in Information Technology (IT) at a 
local university, while also looking for a part-
time job to help meet our fi nancial needs.

gdamalis30@gmail.com 

facebook.com/gdamalis0330

Hello, we are the Damalis family, and we have 
been married for 4 years-- a Venezuelan couple 
in Argentina. It’s been a year since we arrived in 
Buenos Aires to work for the Lord. This was a 
resounding and big change. Moving and settling 
into a new community has been a blessing and 
at the same time a challenge for our family.

Our main ministry is developing new small 
groups at the Church of Christ in Caballito. We 
personally lead a group in Almagro, and we also 
started a new group in Nueva Pompeya. Gabriel 
participates with Thomas Banks, one of the 
evangelists of the church, to develop leadership 
in the church. We work on fi nding new materials 
for small groups and are also working on 
creating methods to better use technology to 
evangelize and teach the Bible. 
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ALEXANDR (SASHA) & HELEN RODICHEV
Lead Minister, Soborna Church of Christ
Dnipro, Ukraine

representatives from almost 50 churches of 
Christ from all over the country. This year we 
had 378 people attending. We had two to three 
representatives from 18 churches of Christ who 
live in Occupied Ukraine. In the near future I will 
have the opportunity to encourage them. 

The war has also greatly aff ected children and 
we work closely with two orphanages. We are 
thankful to have been able to take in a teenage 
girl, Julia, who lost her mom and grandma and 
is dealing with a brain tumor and PTSD. We 
hope to help her improve her health, so she can 
fi nish high school, adapt, and live a normal life. 
This summer, we also took in a teenage boy, 
Vovo, whose family has an advanced stage of 
TB. So, our family has increased. 

Our knowledge of PTSD has already helped 
some Christians as they deal with their war 
experiences. I have also had the opportunity 
to work with Christians in other areas, visiting 
their neighbors and bringing help to their 
communities. With our new servant, Bogdan, 
and his talent to be an evangelist to the youth, 
I have many more opportunities to talk about 
Christ than ever before.

alexandr.rodichev@gmail.com 

alexandr.rodichev@gmail.com 

facebook.com/alexjnapster

facebook.com/sobornachurch

From the beginning, there has been a need 
for a sense of community within our city. We 
created an educational center so that people 
could become acquainted with the Word of 
God and so church members could be involved. 
This ministry grew quickly, and as we had 
more people in classes and attending worship, 
we found it necessary to build a new church 
building. It was a real blessing to be able to 
start the congregation in the Soborna district 
of Dnipro while continuing the work at the 
educational center. I started building the church 
building and completed it this year with your 
help and community help here. I teach Bible 
classes there, preach every Sunday and conduct 
classes throughout the week. My wife, Helen, 
teaches English and Bible for young children, 
and also teaches Sunday school classes. 

Churches in our country are very scattered, and 
our community unites all biblical institutions and 
communities, hosting conferences and seminars, 
and inviting students to practice in the ministry. 
In addition, I teach for free in one of the biblical 
institutions to support the autonomy of such a 
ministry in Ukraine.

Since our country is at war, our church helps 
people whose lives are impacted. I visit those 
living near the confl ict zone, and work to help 
strengthen church communities in occupied 
territory. In order to have a unity between 
Christians in occupied and unoccupied Ukraine, 
we put on a family retreat (Camp Amerikraine) 
for a week near our city. Every year, we gather 

ALEXANDR (SASHA) & HELEN RODICHEV
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SERGEY & MARINA FLEGONTOV
Associate Minister, Soborna Church of Christ
Dnipro, Ukraine

than a sect. In addition, this building is very 
spacious, compared to the living room we 
gathered in before. We have room to grow.

Our family continues serving in the church. 
Sergey is actively involved teaching Teen Bible 
classes, college level Bible classes for adults, 
and Bible lessons at the Far-Off  Orphanage. 
He also preaches and leads in worship. Marina 
develops English curriculum and teaches at the 
Smart Elephant School (a free English language 
school held at the church building). Through 
this outreach, students who sign up for English 
also attend a 45-minute Bible class. Marina 
actively prepares and conducts Bible seminars 
for sisters throughout the country. Sergey and 
I continue to open our home for weekly Bible 
studies and game nights building, strengthening 
and renewing relationships. 

We want to express our gratitude to all of the 
Christians in the Bentonville Church of Christ 
for your help, support, prayers and also for your 
great example.

(Marina began working with the church while in high 
school in the early 2000’s as a translator. Sergey moved to 
Dnipro from Russia when he and Marina married in 2015.)

Sergey: fl eseral@gmail.com 

Marina: marina.melchina@gmail.com 

facebook.com/sobornachurch

It’s been almost a year since we visited you. 
It was an amazing experience! Never have we 
been present in an assembly of Christians this 
big and felt such care and hospitality. It was 
very benefi cial for us to see how the work of 
the congregation is organized into its numerous 
ministries and carried out by the ministry teams. 

Unfortunately, the war is still going on in our 
country and the economic environment isn’t 
improving. It would seem that under such 
circumstances the hearts of people would be 
more open towards God’s Word. In reality, 
however, evangelizing in a city with a million-
plus population isn’t easy. We continue to 
practice diff erent and sometimes unorthodox 
approaches for outreach to introduce them to 
God’s Word. Last year, with outreach in mind, 
we organized Family Counseling Seminars, 
Baking Workshops and a Ladies Seminar 
together with our brothers and sisters from 
Bentonville. The seminars and workshop were 
some of the fi rst events we held in our new 
building. This was quite an experience for our 
ministry team – a time when each one of us 
learned to cooperate, plan, make decisions and 
problem solve together. 

A new era has begun for Soborna Church of 
Christ. God blessed us with a wonderful new 
worship hall and not without tremendous 
involvement of the Bentonville church family. 
The building is a great asset in our eff orts 
to reach new people. It helps those in the 
community to associate us with a church rather 
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In Ukraine there are thousands of orphans. It’s 
the result of the old system of government both 
political and educational. It was okay to leave a 
child in the orphanage especially with a health 
or mental problem. The attitudes are diff erent 
now even though we still have many children 
living in orphanages. One of the orphanages we 
help has 186 boys ages 6-18. 

We, the Soborna Church, support them with 
food, medicine, clothes, shoes and school items. 
Sports is important for these boys, so we help 
them with sport uniforms and equipment. They 
surely need to know about God and Sergey 
has Bible classes there. They usually meet us 
shouting: “Believers are coming! The church is 
coming!” Yes, we are the church bringing the 
word of God to all! 

Thank you, my brothers and sisters in 
Bentonville for your support of the widows 
and orphans in Ukraine. They know they have a 
family in you!

(Rita is also our administrative and bookkeeping agent 
in Ukraine. She has been with us from the beginning of 
our involvement with the churches in Ukraine in the early 
1990’s. She and her husband, Andrew, live in Dnipro.)

        rita.v.girenko@gmail.com 

        facebook.com/sobornachurch

RITA GIRENKO
Director, Widows & Orphans Ministry, Soborna Church of Christ
Dnipro, Ukraine

The Bible teaches us to have a special attitude 
toward widows and orphans. Within the 
30 years of being a Christian I realize the 
importance of involving elderly ladies and 
widows in church activities because one day, 
Lord willing, I will be one too. We all understand 
that the younger ladies need the wisdom of 
the older generation and the old need the 
enthusiasm of the young. Both young and old 
NEED to grow in the knowledge and attitude 
of Christ. It’s good when we learn to do this 
together! So, we arrange special Ladies’ Days 
once a month. A Tea-party at the Museum 
Terrace, attending a National Choir Concert, 
a day of singing, praise and prayer and 
devotionals where all read and discuss scripture 
over a delicious meal. We know spending time 
together builds and strengthens relationships. 
Enjoying Christian life together! We struggle 
when some of our elderly faithful sisters pass 
on. We rejoice in knowing that they are waiting 
for us, but it doesn’t make it any easier without 
their daily presence.

The young ladies see the grey hair and wrinkles 
- one day they will have them too! The elderly 
ladies see the young passion and remember the 
time when they were young, and their children 
were kids. It’s mutual encouragement we have 
in Christ! 
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BOGDAN YASINSKII
Outreach Minister, Soborna Church of Christ
Dnipro, Ukraine

in God’s blessings. With this purpose in mind, 
we have soccer tournaments. During the week, 
I invite these young people to come to the 
church building to play board games and spend 
time together. We also visit the orphanage 
to help those teenagers, whose lives are very 
diffi  cult. My strong belief is it’s easier to help 
at an early stage, while people are still young, 
rather than when the lesions of sin penetrate 
their lives and the consequences become 
irreversible. 

The biggest challenge for our family this year 
has been our move from Kiev to Dnipro and 
beginning our ministry here. My lovely wife 
is helping with the Children’s Sunday Bible 
classes. All her remaining time is devoted to 
the hard work of being a Mom. Our older son 
went to fi rst grade this year; our youngest is in 
kindergarten. 

My life’s motto is “Here am I, send me” (Isa. 6:8).

(Bogdan was orphaned early in life. He and Elena moved 
to Dnipro from Kiev in early 2018 and quickly became 
active in the leadership of the Soborna Church of Christ.)

son_of_king86@mail.ru 

facebook.com/sobornachurch

My name is Bogdan. God gave me a wonderful 
wife, Elena, and two amazing children – Oscar 
and Edgar.

I’ve been serving the Lord for more than ten 
years now. After I graduated from Donetsk 
Bible Institute, I continued serving in the 
congregation that sent me there. Later, I started 
working for the Institute. While I was studying, 
I tried my hand at diff erent ministries – within 
and outside of the church. I visited prisons, 
orphanages, and camps, carried out youth 
activities and conferences, preached, visited 
the sick in hospitals and at homes, helped at 
the rehabilitation center and sent people there. 
Every Saturday I would hand out literature and 
evangelize in the streets. My main work in the 
church, though, was with the youth. With time I 
got in good with the principal of the orphanage 
and started doing Bible classes there, then 
started taking the kids to Sunday worship. 

When the war started, we moved to Kiev. In 
every way we could, we helped our brothers 
and sisters in Donetsk to move too – helping 
them fi nd jobs and places to live. This was a 
tough time for all of us. 

The main problem in the community I see is 
that youths start to live like their parents, with 
the same sinful addictions and fl aws. We try 
to provide them with God’s alternative – life 



MEMBER’S MISSION FUND (MMF)
Each year about ten percent of our active members go on foreign mission trips to help those 
in need around the world. The Member’s Mission Fund builds into the mission’s budget added 
resources to help people go on these mission trips who would otherwise not be able to go. 

Not everyone who travels on foreign missions from Bentonville uses this fund. It is available to 
members who have a desire to experience mission work but lack the funds to aff ord the travel. 
MMF is available through the mission’s committee. A simple form is required to be fi lled out and 
can be accessed from the mission’s page on our website.

MEMBER MISSION TRIPS (MMT)
These are mission trips members of Bentonville Church of Christ take each year.

 1.  Colonia 89
  Summer Family Mission Trip
  Ensenada, Mexico

2.  Men’s Mission Construction Trip
  Zictepec, Mexico 

3.  Haiti Medical Mission Trip, Week 1
  Deyemon, Haiti

4.  Haiti Medical Mission Trip, Week 2
  Canaan & Bonnette, Haiti

 5.  Men’s Mission Construction Trip
  Haiti

6.  Ukraine Mission Trip
  Dnipro, Ukraine 
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COLONIA 89, SUMMER FAMILY 
MISSION TRIP, ENSENADA, MEXICO

Teens and families serve the Mexican church 
members and community as needed

Every year we say, “This was the best year ever.”  
Every year can’t be better, can it? Probably 
not, but it can feel that way. In 2007 we started 
going to Colonia 89 to plant a church and help 
it grow. We always go on this trip wanting to 
be a blessing for our brothers and sisters, and 
come home talking about what a blessing they 
were to us. This year we went with a different 
plan. We went to help the church there be a 
blessing for the children and parents in their 
community. 

Together, we adopted a grade school near the 
church building that was underfunded. We gave 
that school a facelift with a new coat of paint 
and some playground equipment. The teachers, 
parents, and administration were amazed and 
appreciative. They were amazed that someone 
would pay for all that paint and equipment and 
then do the work too. They were appreciative 
that their school looks so much better. Thank 
You!

Our teens and adults worked so hard, painting 
and visiting church members during the day, 
and holding Vacation Bible School for a bunch 
of rowdy kids each evening. And, like every year, 
we returned home rejoicing because it was such 
a blessing for us to be able to serve. It truly is 
more blessed to give than to receive. The Lord 
knew what he was talking about! 

TRIP DETAILS
Length of trip: One week
Dates: Usually last week of July
Cost: Usually $850, though it may vary 
Transportation: Fly from Tulsa to San Diego,  
bus to Ensenada
Lodging: One star hotel (maybe), Ensenada

Contact John or Todd for more information:
jdyas@bentonvillechurch.com 
tmiller@bentonvillechurch.com 

MEN’S MISSION TRIP - 
INTERNATIONAL BUILDING TEAM, 
ZICTEPEC, MEXICO

Service through construction

In 2010, Kim and Raul Solis started a bible study 
in the home of a friend in the town of San Pedro 
Zictepec, about 45 minutes south of Toluca. 
Their bible study led to a small group meeting 
every Sunday. This group has continued to 
grow over the last 7 years and has outgrown 
the space in the home they were meeting in. 
Because of this, the group that meets there has 
worked to save to build a building to meet in. 

In January of 2018 the Men’s Mission trip took 
twenty men to Zictepec, Mexico to work with 
them and help see their dream come to fruition. 
The men of our congregation went in and 
built the forms that would hold the rebar and 
concrete for the second floor. At the end of the 
week we hand mixed the concrete and put it 
on the second floor of the building. We worked 
side by side with forty Mexicans. Gathering 
together on Sunday to worship, we stood on 
the dried concrete of the second floor that 
will become the Auditorium and looked over 
the city that the church will be serving. Since 
that time, the church there has worked hard to 
complete the first floor.

We are planning a trip back to Zictepec in 
January of 2019 to begin construction on the 
second floor auditorium.

TRIP DETAILS

Length of trip: Typically 6-8 days
Dates: Usually late January to early February
Cost: Usually $800-$1,000
Transportation: Fly from either XNA or Tulsa  
to Mexico
Lodging: Hotel

Contact Bill Brunkhardt for more information: 
bbrunk55@gmail.com 
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HAITI MEDICAL MISSION TRIP,  
WEEK 1: DEYEMON, HAITI

Bringing medical care and the love of God to 
the poverty-stricken population of Haiti 

Since the devastating earthquake of 2010, 
members of the Bentonville church have 
been traveling to Haiti and serving the people 
there in many ways. We have sent teams to 
address physical needs in numerous ways, 
with medical clinics, eye care clinics, food 
distributions, clothing distributions, building 
houses, constructing church buildings, and 
cutting roads on mountainsides. We continue 
to meet spiritual needs of the people of Haiti as 
well, distributing Bibles and directly supporting 
churches, helping them with outreach to their 
surrounding community to share the love of 
Christ with their neighbors. 

This coming January and February will be no 
exception, with two trips planned that will 
address a variety of needs of our brothers and 
sisters. We will have our annual medical clinic 
in the once isolated mountain community of 
Deyemon. A couple of years ago, our vehicles 
were the first to ever make it that high up on 
the mountain. Because of the isolation, the 
overall health of the community was suffering. 
For the last three years we have been able to 
serve them with medical care and have seen 
their overall health improve significantly. Last 
year, members of our construction team helped 
cut a road through the mountains to allow other 
vehicles to travel to Deyemon. As a result, a 
new school is being constructed by our Haitian 
brother, Wilguens Estavien, allowing children 
opportunities for education they never had.

We covet your prayers and support for our 
ongoing efforts and our new outreach as well.

TRIP DETAILS 

Length of trip: 1 or 2 weeks 
Dates: Usually late January to early February
Cost: Air Fare to Haiti (usually $700-800+) plus 
extra expenses that may vary 
Transportation: Fly from XNA or Tulsa to Port-
au-Prince, then trucks/SUVs to various locations 
Lodging: Ranges from a cot to bed in shared 
room in guest house, Hotel stay if available, 
Cold water showers only

Contact Todd Hook for more information:
toddhook@gmail.com

HAITI MEDICAL MISSION TRIP,  
WEEK 2: CANAAN & BONNETTE, HAITI

Bringing medical care and the love of God to 
the poverty-stricken population of Haiti 

We are excited about the second week in Haiti 
this year, which will address the needs of two 
other communities, Canaan and Bonnette. We 
are bringing “Bentonville Style VBS” to a church 
in the former tent village of Cannan. This is 
where thousands of Haitians moved when their 
homes were destroyed by the earthquake in 
2010. One of our translators and a preacher, 
Ketlin Metelus, has started a new church there. 
With the help of several benefactors from the 
church in Sugarland, Texas, a beautiful new 
church building has been built.  

With the help of Missy Deloach and others from 
our congregation, we have planned a three-
day mission at that church to include a medical 
clinic each morning and a VBS each afternoon, 
after the children get out of school at noon. We 
will be supporting the Haitians, who will teach 
to present the lessons and crafts each day.

Our theme will be LOVE. On Monday we will 
teach LOVE PROTECTS, using the story of 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego from Daniel 
Chapter 3. On Tuesday we will teach LOVE 
TRUSTS, using the story of Daniel in the lion’s 
den from Daniel Chapter 6.  Then Wednesday 
LOVE PROVIDES using the story of Jesus 
healing the paralytic lowered thru the roof by 
his friends from Luke Chapter 5.

We covet your prayers for this challenging 
new mission and outreach work from our 
congregation here.

TRIP DETAILS 

Length of trip: 1 or 2 weeks 
Dates: Usually late January to early February
Cost: Air Fare to Haiti (usually $700-800+) plus 
extra expenses that may vary 
Transportation: Fly from XNA or Tulsa to Port-
au-Prince, then trucks/SUVs to various locations 
Lodging: Ranges from a cot to bed in shared 
room in guest house, Hotel stay if available, 
Cold water showers only

Contact Bill & Peggy Tate for more 
information:
blpgtate@msn.com 
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MEN’S MISSION TRIP - 
INTERNATIONAL BUILDING TEAM, 
HAITI

Service through construction

The Haiti Men’s construction trip is normally in 
late January to early February. We have had 
different purposes each year that we have 
been there, including building a house for a 
family, working on the construction of a church 
building and medical clinic/ apartment for a 
long term missionary, and building a road for 
a future Christian development. This year, we 
hope to build a house for the care providers 
of the complex that we have assisted for the 
last couple of years. We also hope to drill a 
water well for the community that the road 
construction assisted last year.

As always, these trips are so much more than 
just construction work. We spend time with 
each other and the local folks, developing life-
long friendships.

Every trip I have been on, we always hear a 
recurring theme—the trip builds each worker’s 
faith and encourages him spiritually while 
serving the people that are helped. They feel 
like they get more than they give.

TRIP DETAILS

Length of trip: Typically 6-8 days
Dates: Usually late January to early February
Cost: Usually $800-$1,000
Transportation: Fly from either XNA or Tulsa  
to Haiti
Lodging: Ranges from a cot to bed in shared 
room in guest house, Hotel stay if available, 
Cold water showers only

Contact Jimmy Johnson for more information: 
bbrunk55@gmail.com 

UKRAINE MISSION TRIP,  
DNIPRO, UKRAINE

Supporting Soborna Church with Community 
Outreach

Soborna Church of Christ started in 2015, 
beginning a new era of evangelism in a city of 
over one and a half million people. Soborna 
has provided comfort and assistance to people 
displaced by the war in eastern Ukraine. In the 
summer, the church hosts a family camp retreat 
(Camp Amerikraine) for one week near the city 
of Dnipro. This year, there were fifty churches 
of Christ represented, with over 375 people 
participating. The camp helps strengthen 
relationships in Christian communities in both 
occupied and unoccupied areas of Ukraine.

A new worship center was completed and 
ready to use when the Bentonville mission 
team arrived in April. The facility is exquisite 
in appearance and in functionality. A marriage 
seminar was held each evening in the new 
facility by Dennis and Kathy Cherry. Baking 
classes were offered each day by chief baker 
Melissa McConnell and assistant baker Sherri 
McReynolds. Area public schools invited Kathy 
and Dennis to speak on “Moral Values” and 
“American Holidays.” Kathy was the featured 
speaker lecturing on “God Esteem” at a Ladies 
Day with more than fifty women in attendance. 
Our 2019 mission is in the early planning stages 
with the Soborna ministry team. Information for 
the trip will be provided upon request.

Like many young churches, the team’s energy 
and love for God has no boundaries. It is our 
hope that Bentonville’s interaction will provide 
this team of Christian leaders hope and courage 
to approach all peoples in Dnipro with a 
servant’s heart, demonstrating Christ’s love as 
they build relationships and live God’s Word.

TRIP DETAILS

Length of trip: Two weeks 
Dates: Spring 2019, early April 
Cost: $2,600-$3,000, a portion is covered by 
the MES budget
Transportation: Fly from XNA to Chicago 
to Vienna to Dnipro; return trip requires an 
overnight stay in Vienna 
Lodging: Hotel Menora or rental apartments

Contact Dennis Cherry for more information:
bonzarino1@sbcglobal.net 
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MARTY & LOUISE  
KOONCE
Africa Transformation Network
Kigali, Rwanda

CITY OF CHILDREN
Mission Trip
Ensenada, Mexico

Our mission is all about Disciple Making 
becoming a movement so that the Kingdom of 
God may come to Rwanda in such a powerful 
way that Rwanda is transformed and redeemed.  
The sport of Taekwondo continues to grow 
at more than 50% every year, and with that 
growth, comes the ability to reach more and 
more Rwandans. Now is the time for a serious 
transition from reading Bible verses with the 
members of clubs and praying together to 
studying in such a way that it leads to a decision 
to follow Jesus by becoming his disciple.  This 
initiative has come out of ten years of patience, 
prayer, and relationship building and has great 
application to all sport clubs and social groups 
meeting in Rwanda.

Every culture is different.  For example, in some 
countries in Europe it is necessary to prove the 
existence of God in the process of evangelism 
studies.  In Rwanda, on the other hand, I don’t 
know of a single person that would debate the 
existence of God.  It is part of their cultural 
fabric.  Their cultural creation story is that when 
God created the world, he spent his Sabbath 
in Rwanda.  In light of this we were able to 
develop our study series from the book of John 
comprising twenty-six lessons.  

For Rwandans we found the four big questions 
to be: 1) Who is Jesus in relation to God the 
Father? 2) Why did Jesus come? 3) What is God 
offering us through faith in Jesus? 4) What is 
God expecting from us in response to what he is 
offering?

We have been able to format the lessons in such 
a way that they can be studied over the course 
of four to five days at twenty to thirty minutes 
each day.  This is a great contextual fit for 
groups that meet together for sports or other 
social activities. 

2019 will see the end of our family’s mission in 
Africa. After 22 years, first in Togo and now in 
Rwanda, we are preparing to transition back 
to the states in June. God has blessed us richly 
with opportunities to bring people to Jesus, and 
hopefully, in part through us, has blessed the 
people of Africa. We thank God for all of you 
and your partnership in spreading the Good 
News of Jesus Christ.

We started supporting the City of Children 
in Ensenada, Mexico in 1999.  Each year, we 
provide full support for one child.  The main 
objective of the City of Children home has 
always been to teach the Word of God to those 
who have been orphaned and abandoned. Daily 
bible classes are taught by staff members, and 
dorm parents also teach in their respective 
dorms. The goal is to help young children to be 
grounded in the Word of God by the time they 
become young adults and leave the home. 

The City of Children also works with Baja 
Missions to provide a network of churches in 
Baja where these young adults can attend after 
leaving the home.
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GARY HUTCHESON MEMORIAL FUND 
(GHMF)

The Hutcheson fund was set up to honor Gary Hutcheson a long 
time member at Bentonville Church. A few years back this fund was 
established because of Gary’s great love for international missions. 
We honor him and his family by using this fund to allow those of our 
congregation who may have an interest in long-term missions. Over the 
last year we have had two individuals participate in this venture. Abigail 
Cooper is in China and Harlee Stutesman is in Italy. 

This fund is intended for a person or family to travel to a foreign location 
with the purpose of evaluation and preparation for a new mission work. 
These funds are only for the evaluation period of the mission. Bentonville 
church members can apply for this scholarship though the mission 
committee.

GHMF

EASTERN EUROPEAN MISSIONS (EEM)

EEM  provides thousands of Bibles in places where access to God’s 
written word is not readily available or aff ordable. EEM assists 
missionaries in eastern Europe, Ukraine and the Soviet bloc areas of the 
world by giving converts and interested people Bibles. There are still 
a few places in the world that restrict or refuse access to the Bible in 
their countries. In other places, the Bible is used in schools for reading 
instruction, morality training and instruction in business principles.

Our view is that access to the word of God creates people who are 
hungry for the gospel message. EEM makes the word of God accessible 
to people. Bentonville Church of Christ members have contributed 
$65,000 over the past six years, providing Bibles to people who 
desperately want them. 

HARDING SCHOLARSHIP (HS)

The  HS is given to Harding University for a student majoring in Bible. 
Bentonville members will be considered fi rst in the awarding of this 
scholarship, which is in honor of Paul Carter. As an elder at Bentonville, 
Paul’s passion for the teaching and training of young men and women 
was exemplifi ed through his acts of kindness and generosity throughout 
the Bentonville church. As a Harding University board member, his belief 
in the importance of a Christian education and his passion for the training 
of young men and women who attend the University was evident.

The Bentonville church is honored to off er this scholarship in his name, in 
hopes that recipients will impact the world like Paul Carter did. Questions 
about this scholarship can be directed to the mission committee though 
the church offi  ce.



Once again, the Bentonville Church of 
Christ has had an exciting and eventful 
year of supporting and carrying out 
International Missions work. 
We sent members of our committee to visit Gabriel and 
Naibelis Damalis in Argentina. This vibrant young couple 
risked their lives daily to preach and teach the gospel 
in Venezuela, and are now using their gifts to teach and 
evangelize in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

Our work in Ukraine has grown and seen some exciting 
changes. For several years, Sasha and Helen Rodichev 
have worked in a war-torn area, helping Ukrainians 
relocate while holding the Church in Dnipro steady. 
Today, Sasha and Helen have Sergey and Marina 
Fegontov and Bogdon and Elena Yainskii working 
alongside them. Together, using each person’s unique 
gifts, their mission is touching many lives throughout 
Dnipro. The Soborna Church now has a beautiful new 
building in a great location. God has truly blessed the 
work there, and we are thrilled to be part of it.

Our construction folks have been busy in both Mexico 
and Haiti. Their work has included building a church 
building in Mexico and constructing a road to Deyemon, 
a town in the mountains of Haiti. Up until two years ago, 
Deyemon had never even seen a vehicle. Many times, 
the funding the Missions Committee sends with these 
folks is far short of the amount needed to accomplish 
the work, but it always gets done. These folks are not 
only generous with their time; they are generous in many 
other ways, for which we are truly thankful.

Over the last few years, we have also had the opportunity 
to welcome visiting missionaries from Ukraine, Nigeria, 
Rwanda, and Mexico. They have worshipped with us and 
shared their mission experiences, hopes and dreams. We 
have loved interacting with them and connecting them 
personally to our congregation. 

I could tell much more about the great things the 
Bentonville Church of Christ is helping with throughout 
the world-- how we are responding to the rapidly 
changing needs in Haiti, how Biodun Owolabi continues 
to grow the West Nigeria Christian College that he and 
Jay Beckloff  established and oversee, and how the Africa 
Transformation Network continues to grow new house 
churches in Rwanda. 

There is so much to share, and each mission continues 
to need our help. The Missions Committee is excited and 
prayerful about the future. We hope that your generosity 
will continue as our mission eff orts around the world 
grow and evolve.

Thank You!

Tom Benincosa
Chairman of the Missions Committee

22



904 N WALTON BLVD
BENTONVILLE, AR 72712

479.273.2178 
BENTONVILLECHURCH.COM


